
Amateur Metal Detectors Association of Ireland (AMDAI)

Application for membership to include Public Liability Insurance cover

By signing this form you are agreeing that .

A) You do not, and will not use or promote the use of a detection device for the purpose of intentionally  searching 
for archaeological objects.

B) You agree with and confirm suitability to participate with all sections under the section titled “Leisure Pursuits 
Clause” at bottom of form

C) You agree with all the following ..

1. You MUST familiarise yourself with all present legislation, sections 1 - 24 of the National Monuments 
(Amendments)  Act 1994 For full details please visit: 

www.irishstatutebook.ie/1994/en/act/pub/0017 

2. Before each search, You MUST      Check the national monuments map and be sure your planned search area is in 
compliance with legislation whilst adhering to the laws concerning protected sites e.g. those defined as area’s 
deemed of archaeological importance and/or historic monuments. It is illegal for anyone to use a metal detector in 
a protected area without permission from the appropriate authority. For a detailed up to date map location’s of 
same please visit: 

http://webgis.archaeology.ie/NationalMonuments/FlexViewer/

For detailed information on protected parks and area’s please visit:

http://www.opw.ie/en/Heritage/NationalHistoricProperties/

Take extra care when detecting in the vicinity of protected sites: for example, it is not always clear where the 
boundaries lie on the ground.

3. Do not trespass; before you start detecting obtain permission to search from the landowner/occupier, regardless 
of the status, or perceived status, of the land. Remember that all land has an owner. To avoid subsequent disputes 
it is always advisable to get permission
and if possible a full agreement in writing first.

4. Possible payment reward to a person finding an archaeological object as set out in section 10 of the National 
Monuments (Amendments) Act 1994 is subject to the Director’s discretion. It is good practice to make prior written 
agreement with the landowner/occupier in the event that such an object is discovered and a reward is deemed 
payable for reason of avoiding any possible disputes to future claim. 

While you are metal-detecting

5. Whenever searching on ground that has already been disturbed (such as ploughed land or that which has 
formerly been ploughed), do so only within the depth of ploughing. If detecting takes place on undisturbed 
pasture, be careful to ensure that no damage is done to the land.

6. Minimise any ground disturbance through the use of suitable tools and by reinstating any excavated material as 
neatly as possible. Never leave a mess or an unsafe surface. It is perfectly simple to remove small objects buried a 
few inches below the ground without digging an excessively large hole. Use a suitable digging implement to cut a 
neat flap (do not remove the plug or earth entirely from the ground). Extract the object; reinstate the grass, sand 
or soil carefully so even you would have difficulty in locating the finds spot again. 

http://webgis.archaeology.ie/NationalMonuments/FlexViewer/
http://www.opw.ie/en/Heritage/NationalHistoricProperties/


7. Respect the Country Code at all times by leaving gates and property as you find them and do not damage crops, 
frighten animals, or disturb ground nesting birds. 

8. Help keep Ireland tidy and safely dispose of all refuse you come across up to and including any metallic junk 
objects you dig. 

9. Never miss an opportunity to explain your hobby to anyone who asks about it. 

10. Be considerate when detecting, observe all codes and stay within the law. Remember when you are out with 
your detector you are an ambassador or our hobby. Do nothing that might give it a bad name. 

After you have been metal-detecting

11. Report all finds to the relevant landowner/occupier.

12. You are obliged to immediately report all historical finds and antiquities to the Gardai and/or the archaeology 
department of the National Museum of Ireland. Contact information is as follow:

Tel: +353 1 6777444

13. Calling the Gardai, and notifying the landowner/occupier, if you find any traces of human
remains or find anything that may be a live explosive. Do not attempt to move or interfere with any
such explosives.

14. You permit the association to store and display your membership details including photograph on the 
association page which can be accessed by means of QR code for validation purposes 



LEISURE PURSUITS CLAUSE

Warranties

It is a condition precedent to liability that;

i. anyone who has consumed any alcohol &/or taken any drugs shall not be permitted to participate in activities. 
ii. in respect of persons under the age of 16 years, the insured obtains a signed indemnity form by a parent or guardian of the 

minor
iii. all activities must be Risk Assessed and documentary evidence of such must be permanently kept by the Insured
iv. the insured shall obtain a signed ‘suitability to participate’ form from all participants declaring their fitness, existing injuries &/or 

any medical conditions. A copy of said declaration must be retained by the insured and made available for insurers upon 
request. In respect of persons under 16 years, a counter signature by the parent or guardian is mandatory. A copy of said 
declaration must be retained by the insured and made available for insurers upon request.

v. all participants must complete and sign a declaration to confirm that: a) they have been given a safety briefing / briefed on the 
risks involved; b) that they accept that these activities are dangerous and can result in death &/or injury; and c) that they 
accept the risks involved and are responsible for their own actions &/or involvement. In respect of persons under 16 years, a 
counter signature by the parent or guardian is mandatory. A copy of said declaration must be retained by the insured and made 
available for insurers upon request.

vi. all equipment must be operated in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations

Exclusions;

All cover excludes any liability/indemnity in respect of:

i. any liability in respect of pyrotechnics, explosives, fireworks and / or similar
ii. liability arising out of &/or caused by one participant to another participant &/or one member to another member

Excess(s) Applicable To individual members :

Cover 2 “Portable Equipment  (All Risks)”
The first €500 of each & every loss. 

Cover 10 “Public Liability” 
The first €1000 of each and every loss including those in respect of bodily injury

 I Agree with all the above (3 pages) and apply for membership of AMDAI.

BLOCK CAPITALS EXCEPT SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

DATE OF BIRTH

TELEPHONE 

DATE

SIGNATURE

Scan and email this page to   id@detectorsireland.com 

or post to 
amdai, 31 rivermill view, athlumney road, navan, meath

Also email/post a recent head/shoulders photograph 

mailto:id@detectorsireland.com
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